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Again, in the three great elements of Aristotle's Philosophy,
viz. the Supreme Intelligence, the Reservoir of Motion in the
./Ether, and the matrix of Matter loaded with IdeavS or Form
as its positive pole, we have the origin of another favourite
position of his, viz. the reduction of all things to either the
Actual, or the Potential. Now the Supreme Intelligence being,
as it is, an immateri il, immovable, and invisible essence,
insusceptible of change, must be an Actuality. So, too, the
great globe of ./Ether -which iills the vault of Heaven, and is
co-extensive with the bounds of the Universe, must be ;m
Actuality. It is a unity and totality which, moving in a circle,
is incapable of change, or of being aught but what it is and
has for ever been, But this Earth of ours, on the contrary,
with its two poles of Matter and Form, which however can
only unite on condition that Motion is supplied to them, must
have been a Potentiality. So, too, must have been each and
every thing on the Earth. For as all existing things are made
up of the trnion of the two opposite essences, Form and Matter,
it is evident that, as there is always a chance of these essences
missing each other as it were, and not meeting full circle in
their revolutions., instead of the existing thing we might get
the negation of the thing, its privation; fox* example, instead
of light we might get darkness; instead of heat, cold ; instead.
of beauty, deformity ; instead of life, death; and so on. It is
the same in the moral region. If the two essences meet? we
have good, if not, evil; if they meet, happiness, if not, misery ;
if they meet, love, if not, hate ; if they meet, forgiveness, if not,
revenge. And hence we have Aristotle saying there is no Evil
in the Eternal Actualities, that is to say, in the Supreme
Intelligence and the Moving Vault of JKthor, but only on this
Earth of ours, this world of Potentiality, where by reason of
its two poles, two courses are always open, either to hit or to
miss, to meet or to pass, to make or to mar.

And lastly it is in these three great factors of the Aristotelian
Philosophy that we have the source of Aristotle's well-known